Volume 7 o Issue 3 © May—June 2025
b

lndil(mdB CV L.

Packaging South Asia Food & Beverage Supplement .popakasa

o - ‘,f N ‘ '
Popping as a food technology *
i el

3

A




CONTENTS

DESIGN AND MARKETING

Shifting trends — Brands’ premium push ............. 06

Sidel highlights Gentlebrand at Propak Asia........ 08
Teacher’s Whisky unveils a bold new packaging.. 09
Allied Blenders” Mohit Marwah bats for PET ....... 10

AGRICULTURE

Shifting trends in agriculture .....ecesnnccessnnncnnns 12

World’s first extreme heat-tolerant pigeonpea

Developed via speed-breeding by ICRISAT .......... 16
Boehringer’s poultry vaccine in India........cconneeccn. 17
Rapid-Ragi — faster, cost-effective breeding........ 18

BUSINESS NEWS

Elanpro’s first experience center in Bengaluru ... 20
Edible oil cos reduce prices after duty cut........... 20

DS Group’s Pulse candy becomes a
Rs 750-crore brand 22

Wai Wai-maker CG Foods India targets
Rs 1,200-crore revenue by FY26 .....uceevrvecs 23

FOOD PROCESSING

ProPak Asia 2025 Bangkok .......cceucceunnncessenncnnns 24
Saving food with sustainable processing &
packaging 25
Goma’s food processing at Propak Asia ................ 26
Biihler opens puffing technology center 27
Popping as a food technology .........ccersunnnnncccns 28
Ahmedabad’s A Innovative promotes popping
machine at Ipack-Ima 2025 in Milan..........ccu...... 30
Fabcon India’s snack processing solutions............. 31
Al tackles food processing & waste .uuuuuuceessnnnnncccs 32
Malabar Coconut Products....eeevvecceererrnnnnnnecs 34

FOOD SAFETY

Wika India invests in advanced tech and

sustainability 36

FSSAI tells eCommerce platforms to adhere to food
safety standards 37

FOOD INGREDIENTS/FLAVORS

F&B brands can meet nutritional challenges....... 38
New IFF GBS space in Hyderabad........cvevccurnencccns 38
Barry Callebaut’s cacao & chocolate u....coonneee 40

ALCOBEV & BOTTLING

drinktec 2025 — Stage setfor mega F&B show....... 42
Los Pablos Mexican Lager in Goa.......ccccurnenccnns 4“4
DeVANS Brewery’s new beer packaging.............. 45
Drinktec India & PackMach Asia Expo 2025......... 46

BRANDS & PRODUCTS

Bikaji Foods’ sweets & savories ..cummnccsssenccnes 48

Sunbeam Ventures at Aahar 2025..........c.ceeeeverenneee 50

Country Delight’s plant-based oat beverage......... 52
Germany’s Krombacher orange cola SPEZI.......... 52
Réal Cheers cocktail mixer ....oceeeusvecceerssssnnnnnees 53
Amul’s fortified feed for sheep and goats.............. 33

FOOD PACKAGING

UFlex’ single-pellet solution
for food-grade rPET 54

Mettler-Toledo at Anuga FoodTec 2025............ 56

FILLING & SEALING

Sidel’s packaging innovations at Propak Asia....... 58

Serac’s packaging and filling innovations ............ 39

TRACK & TRACE

Varun Beverages upgrades 4 soft

drink lines in Pune 60

Qimarox’s material handling
at Anuga FoodTec 61

4 IndiFoodBev

May-June 2025



FOOD PACKAGING

UFlex’ single-pellet
solution for food-grade
rPET

rPET solutions rooted in
Indian realities, challenges &
opportunities — Ashish Saxena

At the second Global Conclave on Plastics Recycling and
Sustainability (GCPRS) held in Delhi in June 2025, the
UFlex Packaging Films business showcased its single-
pellet solution, which integrates 30% or more recycled
PET (rPET) with virgin PET (vPET) to produce food-grade
packaging. Priyanka Tanwar reports

shish Saxena, joint president of Packaging
Films, UFlex, told IndiFoodBev that the
solution enables a seamless transition from
virgin PET to rPET as mandated by the EPR (Extended
Producer Re-sponsibility) rules on plastic packaging.
“The performance of our single-pellet rPET + VPET
solution is nearly as good as virgin PET in terms
of bottle appearance, acetaldehyde levels, and
machine productivity. The single pellet makes the
transition to rPET blow molding much smoother
and trouble-free for our customers compared to
current alternatives.”
Conventionally, recycled PET is considered
inferior to virgin PET in three key areas -
bottle appearance, purity, and degradation
in mechanical and thermal properties. “In
terms of purity, the single-pellet solution is
completely free of any black specks. In terms
of L and B values — where ‘L’ represents the
white-grey color axis and ‘B’ represents the
yellow-blue color axis — the single-pellet
rPET solution is superior to conventional

Ashish Saxena, joint president of Packaging Films, UFlex. Photo IFB

rPET, and its bottle appearance is virtually see the contents of the bottle with full transparency, he added.
indistinguishable from virgin resin,” The mechanical and thermal properties of the resin — such as
Saxena said. acetaldehyde levels and IV (intrinsic viscosity) degradation after

The single-pellet rPET is, therefore, bottle forming — are also significantly better in the single-pellet
an excellent solution for blow-molded solution, according to him. UFlex has already begun commercial-scale
products such as water, cosmetics, manufacturing of the single-pellet solution, and several customers have
alcoholic beverages, and edible oil, successfully validated the resin. Saxena acknowledged that some hesitation
where bottle appearance plays a very still exists among brand owners about how widely the EPR mandate on
important role, and users want to recycled plastic content will be enforced.
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rPET for flexible packaging

To meet the mandate for recycled
content in flexible packaging,
solutions are needed for all three
major polymers used in its production
— polyethylene terephthalate (PET),
polypropylene (PP), and polyethylene
(PE). He added, “UFlex is the only
company in India — and perhaps the
world with a food contact-safe (FDA-
approved) solution for all three resins.

“Our food-safe PCR PET is
already available as an FSSAI and
FDA-approved BOPET film and is
being used by customers in India
and abroad. Our food-safe PE and
PP solutions are FDA-approved,
and FSSAI approval is currently
under process.” On participating
in the conclave, Saxena said, “We
are a leader in the sustainability
and recycling space. UFlex was the
first company in the world to earn
recognition at the Davos Recycle
Forum in 1995 for conceptualizing
the recycling of mixed plastic waste.
Even today, we lead the front with our
solutions in PET, PP, and PE.”

UFlex has a global network of
recycling facilities in Egypt, Poland,
and Mexico, in addition to India.

The Malanpur facility in Madhya
Pradesh, India, recycles waste from
aseptic packaging cartons that are de-
laminated and repurposed—another
industry-first, Saxena said.

“Sustainability is critical to
the packaging industry’s growth
and survival. At UFlex, we define
‘sustainability’ through the lens of
our customers and our country.
What works for another country
may not necessarily work for
us here in India. Hence, our
solutions are rooted in the realities,
challenges, and opportu-nities of
India,” Saxena said.

For instance, UFlex has developed
a food-grade PE solution based on
milk pouches. In India, we don’t
consume milk in HDPE containers
as is common in Europe. For us, the .
right recycling format was to take B =
these milk pouches and convert them
into usable resin. i

Food-grade bottles manufactured using rPET
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