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Inks and Consumables

I STRENGTHENS R&D TEAM TO BRING FORTH MORE SUSTAINABLE INITIATIVES

UFlex Chemical Business
demonstrates new-generation inks
and coatings at Plastindia 2023

MAHAN HAZARIKA

t Plastindia 2023, the UFlex Chemicals
Business displayed a wide range of in-
ovative and latest products and solu-
tions to cater to the emerging needs of the packaging
industry. The UFlex Chemicals Business manufactures
high-quality inks, adhesives, specialty coatings, and
polyols for the converting, offset, paper board and
corrugation sectors. This business occupies a lead-
ership position in solvent-based, solvent-free and
water-based adhesives, PU ink binders, flexo and
gravure inks. The business also offers primers, top
coats, heat seal coatings, energy-curable coatings,
UV coatings, solvent-borne coatings, UV LED coatings,
water-based inks, and radiation-curable inks.

“UFlex has always been taking a lead in the industry
interms of sustainability. Our emphasis is always on
developing inks and coatings that can reduce energy
and solvent consumption. We are continuously focus-
ing on new-generation inks which can run at high
speeds with high solids, low viscosity PU inks that can
have a lower solvent intake and better printability. That
is one way how converters can save a lot of solvent
consumption which is a major component of cost.
Meanwhile, we are in the process of standardization
of water-based inks for reverse printing on polyester
films,” said Rajesh Srivastava, senior vice president,
UFlex Chemicals Business.

Srivastava shared that the UFlex Chemical Business
is investing heavily in R&D which is enabling the busi-
ness to develop and offer newer generation products
that can reduce the applied cost with the use of inks
and solvents as well as the overall energy cost. “One
noteworthy initiative in this direction is LED inks and
coatings. As energy costs are going north, with a UV
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SUSTAINABILITY

Rajesh Srivastava, senior vice president, UFlex Chemicals Business, at
UFlex’s stand at Plastindia 2023. Photo: The Packman

curing system mechanism, with our LED inks and
coatings, curing can be achieved without generat-
ing a lot of heat. We are in fact the first company to
manufacture LED inks and coatings in India.”

SOLVENT-FREE WHITE
ADHESIVES

Strengthening its R&D team to bring forth more
sustainable initiatives has also helped UFlex gain a
competitive edge in the market in addition to introduc-
ing breakthrough products and solutions. Srivastava
said, “We have received our second patent in October
2022 for solvent-free white adhesives. It is one of our
sustainable initiatives to reduce white ink consumption
by at least 30 to 40% for any laminate. This means,
since there is less use of inks, there will be fewer sol-
vents and less energy consumption. This is one of our
sustainable initiatives which reduces ink consumption
with the use of laminating adhesives. The adhesive is

completely solvent-free and can run at a high-speed
lamination machine without compromising on the
overall productivity, quality, and lamination bond. This
product is now commercially available in both national
and international markets.”

TOLUENE-FREE INITIATIVES

“We are fully committed to toluene-free initiatives.
Our Jammu plant is fully toluene-free. Producing
toluene-free inks for food packaging is another
EHS initiative by us. | can see that the transition
from toluene to non-toluene inks is happening at
a much slower pace. However, the good thing is
the industry is growing serious about toluene-free
inks. Bigger brands and converters have already
moved to toluene-free inks, and | am sure others will
also follow suit soon. The demand for toluene-free
inks in the next 2-3 years will grow much bigger,”
concluded Srivastava. i



& UELEX India’s largest multinational flexible packaging materials and solutions company

A pant of youn daily life’

Packaging films - BOPET films | BOPP films | CPP films | High barrier metalized films | Asclepius™ PCR films | Alox
coated films | Speciality films

Chemicals - Printing inks | Ink binders | waterbased, solvent based and solvent free laminating
adhesives | UV & LED inks and coatings | Specialty chemicals as polyols, primers and special effect
coatings

Aseptic liguid packaging - Innovation packs with holography and foil stamping

| Packaging materials for Base/Slim/Ultra lean/Crown/Leaf/Pillow/Trio/Wedge/
Spectra | Aseptic filling lines ‘Flexpress 10000" | Asepto pro technical services
| ASip - U shape paper straw

Holography - Holograms | Security documents

| Holographic films | Holographic aluminium lidding
foil | Holographic PVC blister | Paper & board transfer
| Holographic thermal films | Sequins films | Glitter
films | Hot melt foil films | Hot stamping foils

| Registered lens technology

Flexible packaging - Flexible packaging laminates | Pre-fabricated pouches | Easy-tear sachets | Big bags | Block bottom bags
| Premium shower-proof bags | FlexiTubes | Pharmaceutical packaging | FlexFresh™ modified atmospheric packaging

Printing cylinders - Electromechanically & laser engraved rotogravure cylinders for printing | Laser
engraved coating cylinders for extreme high & low GSM | Embossing cylinders | Robotic laser engraved
specialised rotogravure cylinders | Flexographic polymer printing plates | Flexographic elastomer
printing plates

Engineering - Packaging machines | Converting machines | Recycling machines
| Specialty product machines | Aseptic liquid filling machines

UFlex Limited

Packaging films | Chemicals | Asepto - Aseptic liquid packaging | Holography | Flexible packaging | Printing cylinders | Engineering
Manufacturing facilities: India | UAE | Mexico | Egypt | Poland | USA | Russia | Hungary | Nigeria
www.uflexitd.com: www.flexfilm.com | enquiry@uflexitd.com



