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| Fastest U-shape paper straw line at Sanand, Gujarat

UFlex-Asepto to set up U-shape paper

straw line for aseptic liquid cartons

Flex, the flexible packaging material solution and polymer science com-

pany, has announced a its initiative to bring a sustainable change to its

fold by setting up U-shaped paper straw manufacturing line for its aseptic
liquid packaging business, said to be the first in India. The manufacturing line
is being set up at its existing aseptic liquid packaging plant in Sanand, Gujarat.

By becoming India’s first and world's fastest-speed line U-shaped paper straw
manufacturing company, UFlex through its aseptic liquid packaging brand Asep-
to continues its efforts to create a sustainable and clean environment. The paper
straw manufacturing line will boast of fully automated Dutch technology, offering
a production capacity of approximately 2.4 billion straws annually.

The sizes available in U-Shape paper straws will be 145mm and 165mm which
will be attached to and utilized for portion packs for juices and other beverages.
UFlex paper straws will be food grade, moisture-resistant and made from sustain-
ably sourced papers, which are 100% recyclable.

On the launch of the new line, Ashwani Kumar Sharma, president and chief
executive officer, Aseptic Liquid Packaging Business, UFlex, said, “In the wake of
prohibitions on the use of single-use plastic coming into force across the world,
including Indian government upholding its decision to not exempt some plastic
straws from the impending ban, this move by UFlex is not just significant but
also timely. With the launch of U-shaped paper straws, we are ready to change
the dynamics of the industry. We are constantly looking for strategic ways to
improve the environmental performance of our products and create avenues for
superior, convenient, and sustainable packaging. The line's installation for ready-
to-drink aseptic liquid packaging at our Sanand facility is a great example of our
company's commitment toward creating better and safer products for our future
generations.”

“After the successful installation and commissioning, we aim to attain 100 mil-
lion straw production in the first month and raise it to 200 million in the next
couple of months. We aim to produce 2.4 billion straws annually. The aesthetics
and quality of the product are at par with global standards,” he further added.

UFlex-Asepto is importing the machinery and equipment from Tembo Paper
BV, which is a leading European company and next-generation Dutch Technol-
ogy, around the globe. On the announcement, Pierre Mousson, managing direc-
tor, Tembo Paper BV, commented, “We are delighted to be partnering with UFlex
Asepto to put up India’s first high-volume U-shape paper straw line. With global
restrictions on single-use plastics changing, a long-term solution is urgently re-
quired. By combining our significant knowledge and strengths, we are enthusi-
astic to work together to promote and execute sustainable solutions. In the long
run, this cooperation would carve out a significant position in the Indian market
for mutual business success.”

Ashok Chaturvedi, chairman and managing director, UFlex, remarked, “Sus-
tainability is one of the foundation pillars at UFlex, and we are witnessing that
our aseptic liquid packaging industry is progressively moving towards more en-
vironmentally friendly initiatives. Therefore, our emphasis is strongly on ensuring
the long-term viability of the entire value chain. The paper straws have created
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UFlex Asepto, sets up world’s fastest
and India’s first U-shape paper straw
line for aseptic liquid packages.
Photo UFlex
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¥ Urgency in light of single-use plastics ban

Tembo & UFlex Asepto discuss acceleration of paper straw project

A week after the UFlex Asepto an-
/% nouncement to set up India's first
and world's fastest-speed line to man-
ufacture U-shaped paper straws at the
Sanand plant a team from Tembo in
the Netherlands which is helping set
up the line, visited Asepto on 25 May
2022 at the Noida office. The discus-
sion focused on speeding up the pro-
ject implementation, in light of the
government's single-use plastic ban
taking effect from 1 July 2022, The im-
minent phasing out of plastic straws,
has put the food and beverage indus-
try under pressure to find suitable re-
placement. Tembo and UFlex-Asepto
have co-developed a 100% renewable
and recyclable paper straw solution
that will be food grade, moisture-
resistant and made from sustainably
sourced papers.

On the occasion, Ashwani Kumar
Sharma, President and CEQ, Aseptic
Liquid Packaging Business, UFlex,
said, “We have a mission that our part-
ners should not lose even a single-day
of production, post the prohibitions
on use of single-use plastic in India.
We are moving at a lightning speed to
help our customers. Being the fastest-
growing Indian brand in aseptic liquid
packaging, with YoY growth of 100% in
the last four years, it is our responsibil-
ity to offer quick solutions which are
eco-friendly and sustainable. With this
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U-shaped paper straw, we will show-
case our commitment for a greener
environment, changing the dynamics
of the industry.”

Martin Grandjean, Business Devel-
opment director, Tembo Paper com-
mented, “We understand the urgency
from UFlex-Asepto and in pursuance
to that our team took cognizance to
speed up the process to help them
achieve setting up the plant in the
proposed time and start production.
We will extend all possible support to
Asepto to facilitate the installations

a huge impact in the global markets, and we are expecting the Indian market
to mirror similar sentiments. As a responsible packaging solutions corporation,
we are committed to supporting our beverage customers globally and fulfilling
consumer and regulatory needs by increasing the environmental performance of
their packaging while reducing their carbon footprint. This is another step toward

achieving our mega goal to go green.”

In FY2021, UFlex had earlier announced a doubling of its aseptic liquid pack-
aging capacity to 7 billion packs per annum in Sanand and the project which is
near completion is undergoing trial runs currently. The latest paper-straw line
initiative by UFlex will catapult aseptic liquid packaging industry into a different
league altogether and will go on to add yet another sustainable edge to UFlex’

business approach. I
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and help them realize their dream of
having a line that shall have both man-
ufacturers and consumers contribut-
ing to waste reduction.”

UFlex-Asepto plans to launch U-
shaped paper straws of 145mm and
165mm length, for its aseptic cartons.
This will enable its clients to continue
manufacturing and selling beverages
and dairy product options in asep-
tic portion packs with environment-
friendly paper straws. However, thus
far no time frame has been given for
the commissioning of the project.
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